
International 
Students 
in our High 
Schools:

Journeys that Change Your Life



—Nellie Borrero

“Diversity is a fact, but inclusion 
is a choice we make every day. 
As leaders, we have to put out 
the message that we embrace 
and not just tolerate diversity.”



June 2012 - MHHS International Students
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106 now / 132 this year
International Students In Our Schools

20 +
Languages Spoken

91 active / 142
Homestays 

April 2022 - 10 Years Later…



Countries Our International Students Come From
Austria

Bangladesh
Belgium

Brazil
Chile

China

Colombia
Czech Republic

Denmark

France

Germany

Holland

Hong Kong

India

Italy

Japan

Mexico Norway

South Korea

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Taiwan
Turkey

Vietnam

United Kingdom
Peru Portugal

Mongolia
Australia



What Do Our 
International 

Students Get Out Of 
Their Experience in 

Canada?



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1WNrsHJX0NsX8nEgGsKMzQsk6iNlvzX9A/preview


Future Plans for 
Our International 

Students



How Do Our Teachers Benefit From Teaching 
International Students?

“In many ways the international students teach me more than I 
can teach them. In science, hydrogen will always be hydrogen, but 
the world is constantly changing, and our perspective must adapt 
given our own personal experiences. I, and my students, learn 
cultural differences and values which I feel is very important in a 
rural community. Academically, I see firsthand the aptitude these 
students have and how much more I must challenge our own 
students to stay relevant and able to compete on the world stage. 
International student programming is a bonus for teachers as real 
in-class professional development.”

Glen Mori 
- MHHS Science Teacher



How Do Our Teachers Benefit From Teaching 
International Students?

“International students bring an awareness for 
the need of differentiation in the classroom.  I 
need to ensure I explain classroom tasks in 
multiple ways, provide visuals, and simple 
steps.  Ultimately, this benefits all my students.”

Kayla Majek
- MHHS English Teacher



How Do Our Teachers Benefit From Teaching 
International Students?

“Watching our international students 
experience our Canadian school system, learn 
the English language, and create community 
and belonging here at MHHS illustrates 
resilience and risk-taking to our staff and 
student body.”

Sara Jans 
- MHHS Social Studies Teacher



How Do Our Teachers Benefit From Teaching 
International Students?

“When international students join our classes, 
they bring a wealth of knowledge and differing 
points of view that we may otherwise not 
experience.”

Sarah Richards
- MHHS ESL /Japanese Teacher



Student Course Choices and Challenges
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Earn Extra Income

04

Gain an International 
Network of Friends

05

Make Life-Long 
Friendships

06

Benefits of Hosting International Students in 
Your Home - A Parent’s Perspective

Expand Your 
Family’s Horizons

01
See Your 

Surroundings with a 
Fresh Perspective

02
Invest in the Life of 

an International 
Student

03



A Student’s Perspective on His MHHS 
Experience
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